
if .your insertion ovf the folloGing :- .A. 
It is generally conceded that  the present condition 

of the nursing world is in many respects .unsatisfac- 
tory, I There is, apparently, neither  any accepted 
standard nor, system of education, -nor' any reliable 
method of distinguishing well-trained,from untrained 
Nurses.. .Women are now able to tern1 themselves 
"Nurses,". and thus may obtain most responsible 
w,orIc.in t]mt c$pacity,  when their education and  train- 
ing' have beep.quite insufficient to qualify them to 
undertake it. There is no means by'which trained 
Nurses can be controlled, or of freeing their ranks 
from tl!ose who, prove themselves dangerous tg 
the public and discreditable to their calling. 

The..special attention of the Gynscological Society 
has been lately drawn to the nursing question. I ts  
Fellows employ Nurses chiefly for nmternity or gyns- 
bblogical  cases ; and constant complaints are made of 
%>h unsgtisfactory character of the present education 
hf such Nuries. A m'ost careful investigation of the 
whole subject on behhlf of our Society has pr.oved, 
+titer &a, that a great number of Nurses pass through 
t&ilarger General Hospitals, and in still  greater pro- 
portion through the smaller, without having had  any 
training in  the nursipg of gynaecological patients : 
while that of Monthly Nurses varies from six weeks 
to  'three 'months in duration, and is quite inadequate 
for the responsible duties they are called upon to 
discharge.. .- . 

For these reasons, the Gynaxological  Society has 
resolved to-fiove in  the direction of establishing such 
examinational tests as will have tha effect  of *bringing 
'about those improvements which are obviously  neces- 
sary in the education and supervision of  Gyncecological 
and Monthly Nurses. The Society is strengthened in 
this determination by the excellent results achieved 
b~'the'Obstetrica1l'Society 'of London in  the elevation 
'of  the educhtion of Midwives; and by the Medico- 
Psychological  Association in  the improvement of the 
training  and work of Asylum Nurses and Attendants, 
ip ,consequence of the  ~yste~ns of examinations and 
certificates instituted and carried on by those two 
Societies respectively. 

The British Gynscological Society has, therefore, 
'decided .at once to institute examinations, and to 
grant' ,Certificates, in Monthly and, Gynscological 
Nursing. The three cardinal principles which  will be 
enforced are :- . 

1.--That every Nurse certificated ,by the Society 
must work  only and entirely under the direc- 
tions.of qualified  nwdical practitioners. 

, II.:That no  woman will bc  eligible for the Society's 
examination unless she has, had sufficient trdn- 

. IIz;-That the Society's certificate will be with- 
d r a w  from any' nurse who, at any future time, 

. proves, to be.unworthy. of p.rofessiona1  trust.. 
. ' Medical pqctitiopers omploying such certificated 
Nurses will thus  not only have a guarantee that  ,they 
w e  of  good character and competent to perform the 

. 1. 

. .- . . . . .. 

. ing both in general and special nursing. 

duties're&-cd of them, buf also that ;tlli?y. are undei. 
professional control, and subject; to  the rules of profes- 
sional ethics which, it mould seem, Nurses generally 
are at present free to disregard. 

A reprbsantative Board of Examiners has been 
appointed, and tho examinations of the society will 
be held in  future once in evory quarter. 
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The evidence foltllcoming before Dr. Danford 
Thomas, who opened the coronerk inquiry  into  the 
circumstances of the awful fire at Colncy Hatch 
Asylum; threw. but  little  light on its cause. The 
composition of the  annese consumed was acknow- 
ledged to be of appallingly inflammable material- 
mrnish, match-boarding, sa!nratcd felt,  and  iron. 

Dr. Seward, in his evidence, .stated  that  the 
annese contained 320 patients, of whom 51 were 
suffocated and cremated in  Wards 4 and 5, two of 
the wards, were used as a n  infirmary, and to watch 
a i d  nurse this nunlber of in~anc  persons iive 
nurses'.were on duty a t  night ! This number 
 as stated  by  Dr. Semard  to be enongh, and in 
excess of that allowed in most asylums. 

The ~ u r s c s  on duty were, acccrding to evidence, 
.on the  alert when the fire was first discovered, and 
i l l  acted with commendable ,promptitade  and 
courage, Nurse Ada  Woolford, of X5 dormitory, 
having, no doubt, by  instnntly giving the alarm of 
fire doce much tonnrds saving life. - But when we IcnIiso . that  'arnongtt  the poor 
'women in these dormitories rimy mere sick, others 
epileptic, nnd a11 insane, it is impossible to agree 
with the medical superintendent of the aq lum 
that five attendants  on night duty to watch and 
nurse 320 patients were 6' enough." A large increase 
in  the number of nurses on night  duty will be found 
the safest prewntiw of a repetition,  either a t  
Colney Hatch or elsenhere, of .sucll terrible 
d'imitek Less barricades'  and nloxe 1w.y~ might 
also be the policy of the  future. 
' Also the'exclusion of women from service on the 

London  County  Council  deprives the Asylums Com- 
mittee of the benefit of their practical help i n  the 
management and inspection of institutions under 
its direction. Surely i t  is time all this unworthy 
jealousy on thc part of men of the  mother influence 
in national life was discarded. It is vwy despic- 
able. ' 
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